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In the Vijayanagara Empire, the co-operation of the
people was forthcoming in every department of state acti-
vity. As before, the village assemblies, sometimes called
Mahasabhas, carried on their autonomous activities perhaps
with, greater zest and larger representation than before. We
notice that "The heads of the commercial groups and corpo-
rations,... seemed to have formed an integral part of the
village assemblies also in the KarnatakaV Though we
have no knowledge of the district and provincial assemblies
of the Rastrakuta variety, we can certainly say that the
Vijayanagara people did have their corporate life in political
matters. In the time of Devaraya II, a political compact
was signed between two parties and the agreement thus
made was "ratified in the presence of some villagers and
district people'1.J Though this reference comes from Tamil-
nad, it easily suggests the prevalence of similar corporate
life all over the Empire.

The people of Karnataka evinced civic consciousness in
their municipal bodies and trade guilds of a certain old type,
described in the records of the different periods of history.
The first noteworthy feature is that since the time of the
Kadambas, "all important towns had a corporation and a
town mayor called Patta^asavis (same as Pattanaswami}*;
The duties of the mayor and the corporation are not speci-
fied in the records of the Kadambas but it is known that
"the kings often granted special constitutions to the towns*

1 B. A. Saletore: Social and Political Life in the Vija-
yanagara Empire Vol. I, p. 340.      * Ibid, p. 358.
8 G. M* Moraes: The Kadambakula, p. 274. and E. I,
XIII, p. 336; E, C. VII, sk 123,